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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

By ToNYy NEFF

Roy and Joanne Dedrick
Celebrate 50th Anniversary

The Dedrick’s of Campo
celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Sat-
urday February 7th, 2009
with about 100 or so guests.
The grand event was held
at the Campo VFW and
as Joanne said to me, “We
could have taken a cruise,
but had a party with our
friends instead.” Roy and
Joanne raised two sons and
have lived in the campo
since 1972. The Dedrick’s
are both retired from Rohr
Industries and have been
active in the community
with generous donations
including their time.

In past years, at Fun Days
in Lake Morena, Dick Loo-
ney would auction off pies
made by the local ladies.
Roy would buy two or
three pies, often spending
as much as several hundred
dollars. The Dedrick’s al-
ways attend the local Ki-
wanis Barn Dance and give
generously to their projects.
They buy and trade locally
with the local businesses
and whenever help was
needed they were there.

The party at the VFW was
in full swing when I ar-
rived for some pictures
and the dinner spread was

a mixture of tasty good-
ies. It is a true testimony
of your life when so many
people share a moment like
this 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration. These wonderful
people are true friends to
this community and make
Campo the special place it
is for the old time residents.
In time everyone will know
how important the example
of these fine people is to
the health of a commu-
nity. Congratulations and
may your road always be
smooth. (See photo on front

page)

New at the Descanso Junction

The Descanso Junction
Restaurant held a “best
recipe competition” in their
new promotion “Home
Cooking with the Seasons.”
The  winning  recipes
were chosen from three
categories; Appetizers,
Entrées, and Desserts, and
have been added to the menu
through the winter. In the
spring, a new competition
will take place to add
spring time recipes to the
menu. This will continue
throughout the year during
the different seasons. To
find out how you can

compete in the upcoming
spring competition, stop by
the Junction to pick up the
rules and contest criteria.
While you are there try
anything on the menu and
you will know why this is
a favorite dining spot for
folks all over the mountains.
Owner Tammy Cooker is
always ahead of the curve
in finding new ways to
satisfy her customers. This
best recipe promotion offers
a $100 gift certificates
to the Junction, for each
category and the winning
recipe will be featured on

the “Seasonal Menu.” The
winning contributor will
get recognition for their
entry, and the title will
hold until the next season’s
competition begins. Stop
by today and pick up
spring entry information
and enjoy a meal in one
of the backcountry’s real
treasures. The Descanso
Junction is located on
the way to Descanso at
8306 Highway 79 just off
interstate 8, at the Japatul
exit.

Back Country Cleaning Service

Joyce and Laura of Lake
Morena have a cleaning
service that specializes in
residential cleaning. This
8 year old business works
mostly in the Campo and

Lake Morena area. The
ladies would consider each
response in  expanding
their range. References
are available upon request
and if you would like

more information about
Spring  Cleaning  and
upkeep please call Joyce or
Laura at 478-2759. Thank
you for supporting local
businesses.

Sacred Rocks Reserve

I wonder if you remember
when you felt like the
luckiest person in the
world, to live amongst the
oak trees and rocks and
beautiful blue skies of the
backcountry. 1 had that
feeling again when I visited
Sacred Rocks Reserve in
Boulevard. Owners Sharon
and Dimitri Courmousis
have  transformed  the
wasteland formally known
as Outdoor World into a
beautiful spacious natural
outdoor playground. The
very healthy oak trees
offer shade from the hot
Boulevard sunshine, and
the kid in all of us had me
heading to the rocks for a
look see.

Sacred Rocks Reserve is
now a destination stop for
the ultimate peace and quiet
Campers and year round
residents. As an artist
myself, I would bet each
person who visits would
find time to paint, sculpt, or
write.

The 3 % miles of hiking

trails follow the perimeter
of the 163 acre Reserve.
On the journey you will
find Gods art work in the
splendid  scenery.  The
residence portion of the
reserve is 25 acres of flat,
oak tree studded sites, there
are 146 sites in the park.
Thirty-six ~ park  model
home sites have been set
aside for the new eco-
friendly park homes. There
is a community clubhouse
complete with a kitchen,
large screen TV, and a piano.
The bunkhouse sleeps 12
comfortably and has a large
front porch for outdoor
viewing. You can relax
around the huge swimming
pool or soak in the hot tub.
Restrooms with showers
are located throughout the
park; in a word you will say
wow! There are so many
things to do when you visit
Sacred Rocks Reserve; 1
suggestyou visit the website
wwwsacredrocksreserve.
com or stop by for a visit.
Dimitri and Sharon have
developed a safe, family
friendly, park environment,

ideal for family getaways
or group camp-outs. It is
also a great place for daily
or extended stays. You
and your family can start
off spring with a Family
Planting  Party. Save
the date March 21st for
green tours and the family
planting party.

To RSVPcall 619 766-4480
or sacredrocks @gmail.
com. A full weekend of fun
is planned. Sacred Rocks
Reserve is off of Hwy 94
near the town of Boulevard,
at 1331 Shasta Way. A visit
to this wonderful place will
refresh you and make you
ready to become a local.

DIMITRI AND SHARON
COURMOUSIS

Blackwater Changes Name

On February 13th the
Huffington Report had
a story on Blackwater
Worldwide changing
their name and logo to Xe
(pronounced “Zee”). In
an effort to hear what the
company had to say the
Messenger contacted Brian
Bonfiglio for his comments
and he had President Gary
Jackson respond to the
request.

Dear Tony,

Effective immediately,
the parent company for
the Blackwater family of
businesses has changed its
name from EP Investments
to Xe. Xe will be a one-stop
shopping source for world
class services in the fields of
security, stability, aviation,
training and  logistics.
Through its subsidiaries,
Xe will provide the superb
level of turnkey solutions
that customers like you
have come to rely on from
EP Investments under the
“Blackwater Worldwide”
name.

Simultaneously, Blackwater
Lodge & Training Center,
Inc.—which is the Xe
subsidiary best known for
overseas operations by
“Blackwater” —will  now
be known as U.S. Training
Center, Inc. This company
will continue to provide
protective  services for
high-threat environments
when needed by the U.S.
government, but its primary
mission will be operating
our training facilities
around the world, including
the flagship campus in
North Carolina.

These two final changes
follow amonths-long period
of company enhancements
that have gone into effect
with little notice. For
instance, many of our
business units have already
experienced a name change.
We have implemented
considerable  shifts in
leadership, to include
a new Chief Operating
Officer. Gary Jackson, the
long-standing president

of Blackwater Lodge and
Training Center has moved
into the role of president
for Xe. Jeff Gibson has
been named President of
Blackwater Lodge and
Training Center (now U.S.
Training Center, Inc), and
Jim Sierawski appointed as
vice president. Meanwhile,
an independent committee
of outside experts brought
in last fall continues to
help build our company
compliance structures into
industry-leading models.

From our earliest days as
the 25-person “Blackwater
Adventure  Center” to
today’s global presence
through the two dozen
subsidiaries that make up
the Xe family, we have been
the training, aviation and
logistics provider of choice
for a generation of our
nation’s best military and
law enforcement experts
and we remain honored to
serve you.

Sincerely,
Gary Jackson

Valentine’s Day at the Campo Diner

The Campo Diner created a
real special Valentines Day
dinner featuring Prime Rib
and Champagne. The room
full of people was treated
to violin music by local
master Bryan Butler who
played romantic favorites.

The Hors d’oeuvres were
plentiful and delicious, and
the prime rib was perfect.

Carmen and Debbie, in a
continuing effort to make
the Diner a place to have a
great meal, did a fine job.
The staff was helpful and
the service was good.

Look for more great
evenings at the Diner
on special occasions or
anytime you stop in.

CRAIG AND SANDI WILLIAMS

Local Artist Pat Holtwick Dazzles Us

In the many years I worked
in the art and design
industries, never have I seen
such a difficult art medium
be so clean! The absolute
precision  necessary to
create these magnificent
silhouette ~ portraits s
handled flawlessly by Pat
Holtwick.  Pat has been
doing this type of art for
the last eleven years. In
that time frame she has
made Holiday theme gifts
as well as towel and napkin
holders.

In 2002 Pat began doing
the silhouette portraits first
using patterns from other
artists. In 2004 she began
making her own patterns,
and now her work can be
created from a photograph.
The progress Pat has made
in learning and perfecting
her craft is rare even
among artists, in that Pat
mastered it in such a short

time. Her works include;
Pope John Paul and Pope

Benedict, John Wayne,
Clint Eastwood, George
Strait,  various  Native

American Chiefs of the
1800’s, and now Pat has
included wildlife. Husband
Bill’s Ford pickup truck
is shown in the photo that
accompanies this story.

Local cowboy Mike Young
worked with actor Keith
Carradine on the History
channels Wild West Tech.
Pat did a silhouette portrait
of Keith, and through Mike,
was able to meet the actor
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and present him with the art
work. Local TV weather
lady Pat Brown at channel
39 is another recipient of
Pat’s work.

You can see Pat’s work
throughout the area at

different stores including
Shady Rock Video, and
Pat welcomes custom
work. Several locals have
surprised a loved one
with a silhouette portrait
handcrafted by Pat at her
studio in Lake Morena.
Pat and Husband Bill are
animal lovers and are true
mountain people. A visit
to their ranch is a testament
of people who are right at
home. These easy going
folks talk to their horses
and raise animals that have
special needs. I mentioned
Pat did wildlife silhouettes,
she can do horses and
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tigers, dogs and cats, and
you name it. I think if
you need a special gift for
someone you need to make
an appointment with Pat.
Call Pat’s Wood Kreations,
(619) 478-5928 and discuss
your gift ideas.



